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PROGRAM Fall Calendar
Monday, September 27, 7:30 p.m Sept. 25 Saturday Antiques&Collectibles
: A 9 AM-3 PM Sale *
“Cheshire’s Early Postal Service” ale
Robert Cawood Sept. 27 Monday Membership Meeting
Stamp expert Robert Cawood, a longtime 7:30 p.m.
member of the Cheshire Philatelic Society, will )
give us a brief history of Cheshire’s early postal Oct. 18 fggd*ﬁ; Board Meeting
service, including the Brooksvale Post Office, and =Y pm.
show samples of the. Philatelic Society’§ excellent Oct. 25 Monday Membership Meeting
collection of Cheshire postal cancellations. New 7:30 p.m.
items from the Estate of Raymond Metzler, in- _ )
cluding a large wool spinning wheel, a flax wheel, Oct. 30 gmdﬂ;M Am‘q"ess‘gl‘cfllect‘“es
and a 3-part sadiron, also will be on display at the e
house. Nov. 15 Monday Board Meeting
7:30 p.m.
Monday, October 25, 7:30 p.m.
“Historic Preservation Update” Nov. 22 Monday Membership Meeting
J. Paul Loether 738 pm.
. J. Paul Loethe.r is acting director of thc? State Dec. 19 Sunday Christmas Party
Historic Preservation Office and deputy director 2 PM-4 PM
of the Historic Preservation and Museum Division . o
of the newly formed Connecticut Commission on Weather permitting
Culture  and T;OUI’ISIH (CCC’_I‘) : .An . exc;lle‘nt The Hitchcock-Phillips House is now open to the pub-
speaker, he a“iVISCd the Cheshire Historic Dlsmc't lic every Sunday afternoon, 2 — 4 PM, until the end of
Study Committee on the process to establish the May, except for Sunday, Dec. 26, and Easter Sunday.
Cornwall Avenue/Town Center and South
Brooksvale Road historic districts. He will update To visit at another time, call 272-8771 or 271-2378 to
us on the mission of the new CCCT and historic arrange ai appoiniment.

preservation activities in Connecticut.

Monday, November 22, 7:30 p.m.
“Eri Woodbury and the Congressional Medal

of Honor”

While moving files this summer, we were
thrilled to discover Eri Woodbury’s Civil War
Congressional Medal of Honor. The medal has
been “missing” since our 1972 move to the Hitch-
cock-Phillips House. Plans are to put it on dis-
play, starting on Veterans® Day, and to devote the
November program to both Woodbury’s life and a
history of the Congressional Medal of Honor.
Speakers to be announced.

In Memoriam

Clayton H. Crabtree March 27, 2004
Lois Jean Meek July 26, 2004

William J. Regan August 11, 2004
Carolyn T. Oedel August 25, 2004

We are saddened by the loss of these members and
extend our deep sympathy to their families.




E 'GAR JOHNSON IS NAMED “CUI
\LL. ROBINSON APPOINTED AS NEW CURATOR

ARSH

With deep regret, the Board of Directors ac-
cepted the resignation of Curator Edgar Johnson
at its May board meeting. The good news is that
Edgar has agreed to accept the position of curator
emeritus and will continue to host visitors to the
house on many Sunday afternoons.

A longtime Society member, Edgar was first
named an assistant curator in 1987 under the late
Lillian Andrews. From 1994—1998, he was co-
curator with Lillian and Warren Van Almkerk.
After Lillian resigned in 1998, he was appointed
st curator, with Warren continuing to serve as
co-curator or 2nd curator.

Edgar’s tenure as curator has been out-
standing. He is particularly noted for his exten-
sive knowledge of Cheshire history and his work
to improve our reference book collection. He also
has been a major society benefactor. Among his
many gifts are the dining room oriental rug, the
meeting room carpet, the hall runners, a new re-
frigerator used during Antiques & Collectible
sales and, with the late Clayton Crabtree, the So-
ciety’s sign in the front yard. He also has added
substantially to our collection with gifts of many
items from his family home. As President Ed
Kania stated in his report to the annual meeting,
“There are no words to express our appreciation
to Edgar Johnson...Most people feel that he is IS
the Cheshire Historical Society.”

Well-Qualified Successor

The Society is fortunate to have Board Mem-
ber Marshall Robinson to succeed Edgar. Mar-
shall is an avid gun collector as well as an expert
on old tools and old bottles. A retired Connecti-
cut State trooper and well-known forensic fire-
arms examiner, he is a past president of both the
State Society of the Sons of the American Revolu-
tion and the General David Humphrey (New Ha-
ven) Branch of the SAR, and a member of the
Connecticut Society of Mayflower Descendants.

Marshall will be assisted by longtime 2nd Cu-
rator Warren VanAlmkerk. We also welcome

'TUS”

ATOR EMERI

Kathleen Connolly as a new assistant curator.
Kathleen has owned Village Antique Shop in
Plantsville for 17 years and is a member of both
the International Society of Appraisers and the
Daguerrian Society.

Meet the New Board Members

Four new members were elected to the Cheshire
Historical Society Board at the annual meeting in
April. It is with great pleasure that we welcome:

Andrew Knott—Vice President and Program
Chair A Society member since he was a student at
Cheshire High School, Andy is a graduate of Mag-
dalen College and holds a 2003 law degree from
Quinnipiac University Law School. He is in local
practice with his father, Attorney John Knott.

Cara Luciani—Corresponding Secretary

Cara began working at the Cheshire Public Library
while still attending Cheshire High School. She
now holds a Library Science degree from Southern
Connecticut State University and is a full-time
Cheshire librarian. She and her husband Chris have
a one-year-old son, Connor.

Sally Bowman—Director

Also a Cheshire native, Sally is an agent with Cal-
cagni Associates Real Estate and the mother of a
11-year-old son, Kevin. She was graduated from
Holy Cross High School and Adelphi University.
Long active in civic affairs, Sally was a co-founder
of the Cheshire Relay-for-Life and was chair of the
1995 Cheshire Historic District Study Committee.

Eleanor Herrmann—Director

Eleanor lives in a 1750 salt-box home on Walling-
ford Road. A nurse historian and published author,
she was graduated from Adelphi University and
holds an EED degree from Columbia University.
Before retirement, she was a professor at the Uni-
versity of Connecticut School of Nursing. She is
presently curator of nursing artifacts there.




New Garden Delights Visitors

The Cheshire Garden Club’s restoration of the
Lucille Williams Memorial Garden between the
house and the shed is paying rich dividends. Sum-
mer visitors who came up the new brick walk were
welcomed by bright yellow yarrow, marigolds,
and the rich fragrance of pink and lavender phlox.
The new window box was bright with red gerani-
ums. The central herb bed, anchored by a pot of
nasturtiums, has thriving sweet and red basil, rose-
mary, lemon balm, parsley, chamomile, marjoram,

sage, thyme; lavender; and scented geranium. Best
of all for many visitors is that all plants in the gar-
den are identified by printed signs which give both
the botanical and common names.

Right now, the new holly bush in the corner is
heavy with berries, and fall-blooming turtlehead,
monkshood, and globe flowers are beginning to
opeén. A8 an added bonus, club members also have
restored the shrubbery bed on the side of the shed.
This area features a blue hydrangea, boxwoaod, tho-
dodendron, and a beautiful tree-peony to replace
the historic plant which was lost before the 1976
restoration. (The original Society tree-peony was a
descendant of one brought back from China by
William Law, circa 1810.) Five newly-planted
chrysanthemums are coming into bloom.

The Society is deeply indebted to the Cheshire
Garden Club, particularly to the hard work of the
Parks Committee under Chair Inge Venus, who is
also a Society member. The committee soon will
be planting more bulbs for next spring, Members
are: Vicky Brady, Marvin Carley, Leni Cruess,
Sharon Perry, Jeff Rapoport, and Irene Smith.

FINANCIAL REPORT

AP

RIL 1,2003 - M

ARCH 31, 2004

If you require
specific information
about our financial statement
please contact our Treasurer,
Ed Kania, available at e-mail:
edwinkania@cox.net




“Doors of Cheshire” Poster for Sale at Society

Cheshire resident Hope Reinhard has donated a generous supply of
her beautiful “Doors of Cheshire” poster to the Society to sell for our
benefit. We are now offering the poster, originally priced for $25, for
$10—all proceeds to benefit the Society.

Hope originally created the poster in 2002, using her own color
photographs of historic Cheshire doorways. The poster includes our
Cheshire Historical Society doorway as well as historic doors from
Main Street, South Main Street, Cornwall Avenue, Preston Terrace,
Spring Street, Ridgeview Terrace, Maple Avenue, George Street, Park
Place, Wallingford Road, Allen Avenue, Sperry Road, and the Percival
estate off Jarvis Street. Many people have had fun trying to identify the
doorways. For those who shrink from the challenge, the Society will
supply an identification list on request.

SPECIAL THANKS to:

e Art Childs, who chauffeured Historical Society
members in the Memorial Day Parade in his
1964 Ford Galaxy convertible.

» Stephen Kornhauser, chief conservator at the
Wadsworth Atheneum, who visited the house
in May to repair some small cracks on the back
of our Kensett painting—and to Dorothy
Drufva, society member, who arranged for the
visit.

o Peg Boutwell, Stephanie Casner, Barbara
Christoff, Priscilla Clark, Rosemary Cole,
Betty Martha, Ann Massimino, Gerry
Mitlebhner, Marcia Robbie, and Ruthann
Turley, who acted as guides for the 3rd grade
visits this spring, and Mary Ellen Kania, coor-
dinator. A total of 353 people, including 309
students, 16 teachers and 28 parents from Chap-
man, Doolittle, Humiston and Norton elemen-
tary schools toured the house.

e Norm LeClere, Cheshire Furniture Refinish-
ing, 43 Willow St., who repaired a broken
Hitchcock chair from our dining room set and
volunteer Connie Hitt, who expertly re-caned
the chair seat.

*Joseph Michelangelo, director of Public
‘Works, and Simon Roby and Keith Baron,
Public Works employees, who did such a great

job laying the new brick walk in the Lucille Wil-
liams Memorial Garden.

New Books

We have added the following new gift books
to our reference collection:
A Church Set Upon A Hill: The Story of The
Prospect Congregational Church, UCC 1798-
1988, the Rev. Boardman Kathan, gift from the
author.

The Story of the Farmington Canal, Amy Trout,
and Furniture of the New Haven Colony Seven-
teenth-Century Style, Patricia E. Kane, gifts from
Dorothy Drufva in memory of Clayton Crabtree.

Stone by Stone: The Magnificent History in New
England’s Stone Walls, Robert M. Thorson, gift
from Mary B. Hobler-Hyson.

Memorial Donations
In memory of Clayton Crabtree from:
Doris Black
White-Bowman, Inc.
Edgar Johnson
R. W. Hine Ace Hardware

In memory of Lois Jean Meek from:
Doris Black

Also in memory of Clayton Crabtree, Lois Jean
Meek and D. Oland Anderson from Ken Killer,
Brenda Anderson-Killer, and Eric A. Anderson.




Jonathan Amici

Eric Anderson

Peter Anderson

Norma Andrew

Raymond & Karen Angelo, Jr.
Apple Valley Bank & Trust
Ken & Lauren Backman

Bailey, Moore, Glazer, Schaefer &

Proto, LLP
Donald & Cathy Baillie
Josie Banach
Margaret Barth
Gail K. Becker
Clarence & Lucille Benson
Clare Bemard
Doris Black
Sally M. Blakely
Carolyn Bollinger
Harvey & Peg Boutwell
Paul Bowman
Sally Bowman
Bristol Insurance Agency
Evelyn Brodeur
David & Diane Calabro
Steven & Hanna Calcagni
Calcagni Associates
Nick & Inez Casertano
V. Polly Casey
Stephanie Casner
Amelia Cellucci
Robert & Jeanné Chesanow
Cheshire Academy
Barbara Christoff
Anthony P. Cipriano, Esq.
Priscilla Clark
Sally P. Clark
Mike & Gail Collins
Mark & Kathryn Collins
Kathleen Connolly
Richard G. Copleston
Gerald & Adoria Corcoran
Craig, Spadola & Paul D.M.D

- Jay & Carole Cunningham
‘Robert & Frances Davis

Joy Deegan

Emest & Carol DiPietro
Gordon & Millie Drazen
Tufte Druckrey

Dorothy Drufva

Sophie Dutton

Kenneth & Rosemary Eagan
Virginia Eckerson

Ralph Edson

Bruce & Dorothy Edwards
George & Peggy Ellis
Mrs. D. A. Evans

Sally Fazzone

Anne Felten

Robert & Ann Fennelly
Constance Field

MEMB

Elizabeth Floyd

Aidamae Fowler
Elizabeth Fox

Doris Frechette

William & Ellen Gager
Ron Gagliardi

Michael & Bonnie Gaudio
Rita Giannotti

Elizabeth Giardino
Richard & Ruth Gleeton
Fred & Karen Gravino
Thomas & Ramona Grimshaw
Robin Harding

Jane Harper

Mary Hartman

Roberta Havlick

Daniel] & Barbara Hedden
Lawrence & Eleanor Herrmann
Richard & Kathleen Herskind
George & Jean Heston
Arthur & Joy Hostage
Robert & Mary Humpage
David Huntley

Thomas & Georgette Hyman
Mary B. Hobler-Hyson
Sterling Jewett

Joseph Edgar B. Johnson
J. M. Johnson
Hazen-Jones

Valerie Joyce

James & Vivian Kacey
Ed & Mary Ellen Kania
Boardman Kathan

Mirs. Thomas Kelly
Kinamor, Inc.

Andrew Knott

Josephine Kowalski
Richard & Elaine Lau
Carol A. Leach

Robert & Barbara Lee
Scott & Linda Libengood
Ken & Anita Linsley

Cara A. Luciani

Tali & Linda Maidelis

Q. J. Mann Electric

Addie Marx

Ann Massimino

Joe & Jean May

Jean McKee

James & Lee McParland
John McQuade

Barbara Merrill

Helen Mertens

Iris Meyer

Richard H. Miller

Alfred & Gerry Mitlehner
Nelle Mokrzynski

Ray & Mary Ellen Morgan
Robert & Donna Mylvey
Rigs Munson

ERSHIP LIST — 2004

Kevin & Jen Murray
Naugatuck Savings Bank
NewAlliance Bank

Ernest & Ginger Oberst
Howard Oedel

Mike & Patty O’Toole
Pabco, Inc.

Frank Papandrea

Louis & Peg Patierno
Phyllis Peck

Lee Pelz

Dennis & Joan Pilarczyk
Bernard & Ricky Pitterman
Rosemary Port

John & Rosanne Purtill
Phillip Reed

Mr & Mrs. Ronald Reich
Richard Chevrolet

Jane Richards

Joan Rinaldi

Marshall Robinson

John Romanik, Sr.

Ralph & Bernice Rowland
Lori-Ann E. Rusnack
Ellen & Kathleen Scadden-Remirez
Elizabeth Shaw

Art & Sharon Sides
William Siegel

Paul-and Arlla Simisky
Tim & Kristen Slocum
Stephen & Kathryn Smith
Sue M. Smith

Balazs & Csilla Somogyi
William F. Suter

Robert & Marian Sweeney
James & Mae Tabor

Don & Christine Tall
Tower Farms

Ralph & Ruthann Turley
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Ulbrich
Lois VanAlmkerk

Warren VanAlmkerk
Katie VanVlack

Ingeborg Venus

Ray & Eleanor Verner
James & Cynthia Vibert, Sr.
Pat Vita-Garber

Walter O. Vogt

Wachovia Bank

Donald Walesky

Claire Wallinger

Cheryl A. Walters

Patricia Wessenberg
Mickey Wheeler

John White

Nancy Winship

Winters & Forte

Eigil Wium

Brad Zambruski
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